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Thank you for seeking East Lothian Council’s view on the above petition lodged with 
the Public Petitions Committee at its meeting on 22 June 2017. 
 
The petition calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
develop a statutory code on stakeholder engagement for the forestry industry based 
on Confor guidance. It also calls for a Scottish Government body to oversee 
implementation of and compliance with the code.  
 
East Lothian Council would support the highest possible achievable standards in 
community engagement. Much has been achieved by the UK Forestry Standard and 
much is expected following the “Future of Forestry in Scotland” consultation.     
 
We note that the Petitions Committee recognise that there may be an issue either in 
the absence of regulation and the impact on the environment, or both, and as such it 
seems appropriate to address such in the Forestry and Land Management 
(Scotland) Bill introduced on 10 May 2017. 
 
East Lothian, though predominantly rural, does not have larger scale forests. There 
are no Forestry Commission Scotland holdings, only a few small private estate 
woodlands and those owned by the local authority.  
 
As such these few woodlands are important for local and visiting communities and 
they require intensive management as they are places for recreation and niches for 
wildlife as well as providing timber. Given their significance thorough stakeholder and 
community engagement in management is expected, and good practice supported.  
The Scottish Outdoor Access Code is a good example of engagement between land 
managers and access takers with both parties benefitting. Having similar enshrined 
in the Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill warrants consideration. 
 
The forest industry also includes sawmills or wood processing sites. There are a 
number of these within East Lothian using a public road network the majority of 
which was not designed for modern day vehicles and heavy haulage. There is the 
potential for road damage. Good practice, as has happened in East Lothian, is for 
the sawmill to invest to safeguard the public highway.   
 
I trust that this response is helpful for the Committee. 
 


